THE GREAT TUDORS
masked the fact that he had but a handful of Englishmen
behind him. The treasure house lay open to make an in-
effaceable impression on the minds of the wondering raiders
and to start the marvellous legend of the riches of the Indies
that was to inspire the rest of his life. The sight of that
mountain of silver bars was never forgotten by those who
saw it and those they told, but it was in the later stages of the
adventure that Drake first showed his supreme capacity for
leadership. The story of how, with the maroons he so much
impressed, he crept through the woods until, first of all
Englishmen, he looked out over the Great South Sea, and
how he took the treasure train from Panama has been retold
a thousand times. His joyful return to England laden with
plunder has become a legend, but it has only been of recent
years, with the revelation of the details of the story from the
long-hidden reports of the Spaniards he despoiled, that we
have learned how it was that his inborn qualities won
through and brought his tiny band through their perils.
The truth is more astonishing than the legends, and the real
Drake, as seen through the eyes of his enemies, is greater
than the theatrical swashbuckler the writers of romance have
painted. From failure after failure his magnetic personality
and indomitable persistence and resource had snatched
success. The bravado that was part of his character was
perhaps never more pardonable than when, gorged with
plunder, he passed " hard by Cartagena in the sight of all
the fleet with a flag of St. George in the maintop, with silk
streamers and ancients down to the water, sailing forward
with a large wind."
Drake had " made his voyage " and made himself, for the
news of his exploit was told throughout Western Europe.
The King of France sent for his portrait, and Englishmen
rejoiced at the spoiling of the Papists. But it had been done
without a commission and in the company of notorious
French pirates, so the best way to avoid such restitution as
the Spanish ambassador legally demanded was for Drake to
lie quiet. But the war-party in the Council and their mer-
chant associates kept him in mind, and when a new enter-
prise of the greatest importance for the extension of English
commerce was planned in the utmost secrecy, it was upon
Mm that their choice for leader fell.
There has been much dispute about the purpose of the
celebrated voyage of circumnavigation, but it now seems
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